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WALKER COUNTY DEMOCRATS CLUB GENERAL MEETING 
AUGUST 10, 2020 

MEETING OPENED:  August 10, 2020-5:30 PM via ZOOM. 

Officers present , Nick Ransford, Dorothy Willett, Zenna Smith, Joe Ann 
Anderson, Andie Ho, and Steve Covington.  Other members like Mark C., Connie, 
Fred, Dianne M., Linda F., Frank F., Andy D. and Hunter E. also attended. 

MINUTES were approved with Dorothy W. moving to do so and all approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Andie reported a number of donations, expenses for T-
shirts, with a balance of $10,385.17.  The Treasurer’s report approved. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Nick stated that he will start posting agendas a week prior to 
the General meeting.  He also said a large banner for Joe Biden will be arriving this 
week and that he will hang it up outside the Headquarters.  He will also be adding 
security cameras that focus on the HQ window. Currently HQ is open on Saturdays 
9-1 PM.  

MANNING THE HEADQUARTERS:  Steve Covington said volunteers were 
needed there for month of September, and Scott, Dianne M., Laurie, Andy D. and 
Dorothy W. volunteered to help with Dianne M. requesting the best hours to do so 
with Steve replying 10 AM-2 PM.  Steve also said we need a day to clean and set 
up the HQ in case people come in Sept or Oct. 

VOTING PREPARATIONS:  Nick informed the club that a voting rally will be 
held at Pritchett Field area August 22 from 4-8 PM.  Voter registration can take 
place in the gazebo.  Candidates for offices will also attend.  They will bring some 
PR items with them .  The Black Lives Matter organization will have members 
there also. Other plans re voting were discussed and included the making of a sign-
up sheet for people needing rides to the polling places, need to advertise on 
Facebook, BLM, Pride, KSAM, etc. 
Andie H. said there was a team contacting local churches. Kerrigan Sanders can 
make calls to get Democrats out and it was agreed that this was a great opportunity 
for BLM  to get young people involved. 

FAIR ON THE SQUARE: Steve C. said we would have a booth #79 facing 
Facemaker there on October 5. Nick said we can pass out signs and bumper  
stickers.  Joe Ann suggested T-shirts and other items .   
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 SHSU VOTER REGISTRATION:  Steve mentioned that Darren Grant had 
secured permission for our club to have a booth at SAM to register students on 
campus outdoors August 31-September 17 from 9:30 AM-1:30 PM. Face shields 
will be used and Steve needs more registrars for this location.  Darren was also 
instrumental in our club having access for placing voter registration applications in 
dorm rooms.  Kerrigan S. and Hunter E. complimented our club on involving 
young people in our work, saying we were the most organized group.  Steve 
requested that Kerrigan contact him re what other political groups were doing. 
Marcie G. reminded the group that there were additional ways that people can help, 
citing the need for a canopy.  Steve said he would get that ready this week.  
Because of the coronavirus, it has been difficult to get access to leave voter 
registration applications in apartment buildings.  In the past, we have been able to 
go into adult housing according to Dorothy.  Steve and Connie mentioned the Boys 
and Girls Club and nursing homes as other places to contact voters.  October 5 is 
the deadline for mail-in  application and completed by October 23 according to 
Steve C.  Frank F said the State Party is mailing out forms for mail-in applications 
and some members have received such forms.  Andy D. received such a form from 
the Center for Voting as did Zenna. Frank moved that our club send $500 to 
support the state effort re mail-in forms and Andy D. seconded the motion with all 
present approving.  Mark Calkin said that he had extra financial resources and 
would like for the club to think of some ways he could help out, i.e. make a list of 
what we could use now and that he would like to be invited to our general 
meetings. The purchase of Biden signs and where they could be secured at a 
reasonable price was discussed with Frank F. saying we could purchase 100 such 
signs that were 18’’x24” with wire, etc. for $437.23.  Andie H. said we have the 
money in treasury to do so and that we should also check with Glen Maxie’s store 
and act quickly.  Andy D. moved to purchase stickers and signs and Joe Ann 
seconded the motion which passed.   

ANNUAL WINE TASTING EVENT:  Dorothy W. with Joe Ann and Zenna visited 
Sandy Creek Winery which is on a beautiful area but closed now.  They did give 
the cost for various aspects of our meeting there citing $550 for first hour and $250 
for every hour after and would provide appetizers and various wines.  The overall 
cost was extensive although it is a lovely place.  Zenna and Dorothy also visited 
the Royal Event on Sam Houston Avenue but thought it too small for social 
distancing.  Dorothy and Joe Ann then visited the Rodeway Inn which had three 
rooms that could be combined but that too was $1000.  After much discussion 
within the club, Andy D. suggested we do a massive fundraising campaign on 
Facebook and Frank F. and he would arrange to do it.  Andie Ho moved that we do 
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our fundraising that way and Fred made an amendment and finally Connie 
seconded  the motion and it was passed. 
MOLLY IVINS EVENT:  Steve has made arrangements for our event the last 
Saturday in February at the  Museum and that we can cancel without any penalties.  
We can make a decision in December after the election in November per Andy D. 

Frank asked about our having a meeting in December and Nick said we can call a 
meeting .  Fred asked for a donation for the Good Shepherd Mission in December 
and Dorothy said we can make a note re this.  Steve said we need volunteers 
calling voters re the election and Andy D. said there was a list of 1100 names.  
Dorothy asked if they were by precinct.  Andy said he has a file and would send it 
to Nick.  This would help in getting precinct chairs per Dorothy.  Nick said we are 
sending out information via Facebook.  Dorothy informed the Club re getting cloth 
face masks with a Democratic Patch and Connie suggested we could order some to 
sell at the Fair on the Square.  They cost $8 and $10 .  Fred moved we buy 25 with 
the patch at $10 and it was seconded and approved.  Dorothy agreed to make the 
arrangement with Gail, the designer. 

Frank F. reminded the members of the National Democratic Convention the week 
ahead, Aug. 17-20 and Nick will put up a schedule on the website re it.  
Servanie S. said we need poll watchers and clerks for the upcoming election.  
Marcie said high school students can get excused to help with this and Servanie 
said they would need training for this role. Kerrigan said to participate,  the 
students must be 16 and have signatures of parent/guardian plus the principal’s 
signature and the training.  Kerrigan went on to say she and Hunter have been 
visiting with and encouraging young Democrats in East Texas.  Kerrigan serves in 
Walker County but not in Brazos or Grimes.  Nick invited both of them to the 
August 22 rally . 

Andie Ho mentioned the issue re the removal of the Civil War monument on the 
square and said this has to be handled individually.  No further business on hand, 
Dorothy moved we adjourn; Zenna seconded the motion and all approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Zenna Smith, Recording Secretary


