
WALKER COUNTY DEMOCRATS CLUB GENERAL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

MEETING OPENED: September 14, 2020—5:30 PM via ZOOM 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Nick Ransford, Dorothy Willett, Zenna Smith, Joe Ann 
Anderson, Andie Ho, Steve Covington, and Heather Robbins. 

MINUTES:  Dorothy Willett moved that minutes be approved with revisions and 
those present accepted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Andie Ho reported income of $1,191.95 and expenses 
of $2,395.42 with a balance of $9,144.52.  Frank Fair moved that the report be 
accepted and Dorothy Willett seconded that motion.  All approved. 

COUNTY CHAIR UPDATE:  Servanie Sessions stated that elections workers were 
covered in precincts and that she had spoken with several judges re the upcoming 
election and that mandatory training was due to be on Wednesday. 

HEADQUARTERS SECURITY:  Nick and Steve both said that security 
procedures were in place, i.e. locks changed,  new keys made, cameras inside and 
focused strategically, and the main desk moved to the back of the office for visual 
safety. 

2020 ELECTIONS:  Steve Covington said that the HQ needs volunteers for  
Fridays and Zenna Smith volunteered to do so after receiving training.  Voter 
registration of SHSU students ended the past Thursday with 188 students 
registered plus 25 mail in applications given out.  Students were courteous and the 
registration went well thanks to all club members who helped.  The drive thru 
registration at Walgreens on Saturday also went well with 16 people registered 
with Nick and Steve in charge.  Steve stated that students would also be registered 
at the October 3 FAIR ON THE SQUARE event. 
,  
NEW BUSINESS:  Nick led discussion of donating to local candidates with Andie 
Ho, and Andy Dewees responding that our Club has paid filing fees for two Walker 
County candidates previously and Andi said we have the money to make 
donations.  After discussion of how much to give and to whom with Darren Grant 
asking about the cost of printing flyers, etc., Frank Fair moved that the Club donate 
$1000 to Elizabeth Hernandez and Andy Dewees seconded that motion which was 
approved.  Dorothy Willett moved that $1500 be donated to Rosalyn Kelly and 
Richard Harrison and that $500 each be donated to M. J. Hegar and Staci Williams.  
Fair Fair seconded that motion.  All present approved. 
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VOTING PREPARATIONS:  Dorothy reported that she and Rosalyn Kelly as well 
as others had been doing block walking and distributing flyers and had met with 
good receptions, but that they could use people to block walk each Saturday at 
least for a couple of hours.  Richard Harrison said that he had been campaigning in  
the Riverside area. 

Darren inquired re putting information re voting in emails to the membership and 
Nick said he would do so. 

PUBLICITY TOOLS:  Discussion followed re a variety of tools such as bumper  
stickers , buttons, signs for car and yard.  Dorothy Willett said she was ordering 
such items and Steve and Andy Dewees both recommended 100 buttons at $.40 
each as well as PROUD DEMOCRATS and BIDEN AND HARRIS stickers. Frank 
Fair shared the advantages of wearing the buttons on clothing and Dorothy 
mentioned placing hers on a purse.  Dorothy said that Glen Maxie has signs for 
$3.50 each and she would order more.  Those present approved the buying of these 
tools. 

SOCIAL MEDIA: Heather Robbins is handling our advertising on Facebook 
stating that the advertising there can each many people within a 100 mile radius. 
She recommended that we advertise with traditional  and current media. She and 
Bob Robbins can run advertising at various times with the focus on Walker County 
only. Nick stated that the Club is running a post of all the candidates on the 
website.  Dianne Myers inquired as to what was the most effective way to 
advertise.  Heather responded that she had covered 5 miles out of Huntsville  and 
Elizabeth Hernandez said she had done campaigning at a pretty low cost and it was 
worth it to use both social media and block walking which she has done , and 
recommended Facebook.   Heather said she and Bob can set up for 71,000 
coverage for Huntsville.  Frank Fair recommended the officers look at such a 
process and make a decision re what to do re such media and the amount of money 
should be sufficient over time .  Dorothy Willett moved that $500 be designated to 
start advertising on social media and Dianne Myers seconded that motion.  All 
present approved. 

TRANSPORTATION TO :POLLS:  Servanie Sessions said that people need to not 
be afraid to go to the polls and some suffered from disabilities which hindered their 
getting to the polls.  Nick stated that he has a sign up sheet at HQ for those who 
would  be willing to provide rides to the polls.  Nick said we have ways to provide 
rides for people who need them. 
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FAIR ON THE SQUARE:  Nick and Steve both asserted that we have a booth and 
also a sign that would direct people to the HQ on that day.  Concern regarding the 
safety of people manning the booth were aired, particularly because of the 
coronavirus guidelines.  Elizabeth Hernandez volunteered to man the booth and 
discussion followed re having masks, shields, etc. available for anyone at the 
booth.: 

EARLY VOTING EVENT:  Nick related Democrats meeting on October 24 at 
Kate Barr Ross Park, the last Saturday of early voting, and then we can drive to the 
Storm Shelter, 455 S Hwy 75 N, Huntsville to register voters.  Polls open at 1 PM. 
Nick said he would get out the information re this event to everyone.  Marit 
Montgomery and Dee Howard and others are passing out flyers to churches and 
others are participating by making phone calls to prospective voters. 

SPONSORSHIP REQUEST:  Nick Ransford excused himself from this discussion 
to avoid a conflict of interest.  Dorothy Willett led the discussion of the Club’s 
donating to the local Texas Pride organization.  Andy Dewees stated that the Club 
had sponsored other groups in the past and that the way it had been handled in past 
years was by taking up a collection from those present.  Andi Ho referred to the 
request letter and donation levels present there.  Fourteen people(Diane Myers, 
Dorothy Willett, Rosalyn Kelly, Bob & Heather Robbins, Andy Dewees, Joe Ann 
Anderson, Richard Harrison, Fred , Steve, Servanie, Andi, and Zenna) on this call 
responded with pledges of $20 each with Mark Calkin pledging $100, all enough 
for the Club to receive a certificate as a sponsor for every event in which the local 
Texas Pride group participates for the next year.  Nick said he would do a video re 
this and will send it out to the officers. 

REACHING OUT TO OTHE GROUPS:  Nick led discussion and a number of 
organizations were mentioned such as the SAFE HOUSE, PRISON GUARD 
UNION,  WALKER OUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSN.,  SENOR CITIZENS 
,  the hospital district.  Steve C. recommended we send ideas to Nick. 

FUND RAISING:  Andy Dewees and Frank Fair worked up a fund raising letter to 
be mailed out to the membership in view of the fact that Club fund raising had to 
be changed because of the coronavirus pandemic 
Andy Dewees moved that the meeting be adjourned and Dorothy Willett seconded 
the motion.  All approved. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Zenna Smith, Recording  Secretary 
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